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MINISTER FOR ENERGY — PERFORMANCE 

154. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Premier: 

I refer to the Minister for Energy’s admission last week that there has been a significant cost blow-out in the 

Pilbara underground power project and also to the 680 per cent increase in the number of complaints by Synergy 

customers, the bungling of the government’s feed-in tariff scheme, Western Power’s bungled pole maintenance 

program, the chaos caused by the government’s inability to make a decision on the future of Verve and Synergy, 

and the resignation of the chair and chief executive of Western Power and the chief executive officer of Verve.  

(1) Does the Premier believe the Minister for Energy is responsible for any of this poor performance, cost 

blow-outs and chaos?  

(2) If the minister is not responsible for this chaos in the past three and a half years he has been a minister, 

who is responsible for these issues that have occurred on his watch? 

(3) Why should Western Australians trust this minister at all?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) The energy industry is a complex industry. I am sure the member who asked the question is aware that 

we are unique in this state because our system is isolated; we have no interconnection; and we cannot 

get electricity over the border as can the other states on the east coast, including South Australia and 

Tasmania. We have a small, isolated system with long power lines leading to small customer loads. It is 

almost unique in the world and requires a high level of backup for that reason alone. We have a large 

state with all sorts of conditions. I do not think whoever has the energy portfolio in government will 

ever have an easy portfolio. I did it for eight years and the member for Belmont did it for a number of 

years. It is always prone to issues in this state.  

The member for Cannington asked whether the minister is responsible for some of those issues. No; he is not. He 

is doing a good job as a minister. The member for Cannington asked who is responsible. If anyone is 

responsible, it is the Labor government for the complete mess it made.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Despite some of the problems and issues the state has to deal with, the lights have stayed 

on under this government. Remember black Tuesday? I think it was in 2004 when the lights went off across the 

state because the Labor Party had failed to plan for energy supply. That is all in the past. I talk a lot about the 

way the Labor Party broke up Western Power. I think it made a major mistake as a government. One of the great 

weaknesses of that right now, and I could ask the question rhetorically — 

Mr M. McGowan: Christian Porter doesn’t think that. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition does not like us asking questions in question time; he is a bit 

shy about that. We will be gentle. We will ask rhetorical questions. The rhetorical question is: Who in Western 

Australia right now under this structure is doing the long-term planning for energy supply? Is it Synergy? No. Is 

it Verve Energy? No. Is it Horizon Power? No. Is it Western Power? It is to some extent on powerlines.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It does not. The greatest weakness of the system is that none of the four utilities has a 

prime responsibility for energy planning in this state. That is the weakness. That is what this government will 

correct.  

 


